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Text Amendments Memorandum 
 

Date:  August 6th, 2024 
To: City of Flint Planning Commission  
From: Max Lester, Int. Zoning Coordinator 
Subject:  Update - Proposed Text Amendments for Residential Child Care and Similar Uses 

 
Commissioners, 
 

Discussion during the July 23rd, 2024 meeting for the updated Child Care Text Amendments ended with requests 
for changes as noted below.  
 

Article 3: Residential Zone Districts – Changes 
Child Care Centers in Residential Districts 
See Article 9: Use Regulations – Changes 
 

Residential Care Facility (7+) Buffer 
See Article 9: Use Regulations – Changes 

 

Article 5: Employment Zone Districts – Changes 
1. Adult Day Care and Child Care Center Use Table (§50-37) 

The adult day care and child care center uses are now listed as Special Land Uses in the GI-2 Green 
Innovation High Intensity and PC Production Center zoned districts, where they were originally proposed to be 
Permitted uses in the first draft.  
 

2. Additional Criteria and Requirements for Review of Uses in Green Innovation Districts (§50-39) 
Corrected a section reference which used the old numbering format.  

 

Article 9: Use Regulations – Changes 
1. Section 50-90 Update 

Section 50-90 “Child Care Center” has been renamed to “Child Care Center and Residential Child Care” to 
accommodate both use types and apply regulations for residential child care uses to all zone districts, where 
as originally adopted the additional regulations applied only to residential zone districts in Article 3.  

 

2. Child Care Centers in Residential Districts (§50-90) 
Discussion was held on how child care centers may still be permitted in residential districts as standalone uses 
in a limited capacity. In addition to allowing them as accessory uses to institutional uses, new language is 
proposed to allow Special Land Use review for child care centers proposed within existing non-residential 
structures located within a residential zone district.  
 

The original child care center text is now under §50-90 (A). The additional language below has been added: 
5. Former Non-Residential Building. A child care center may be reviewed under Special Land Use 
procedures, subject to satisfying all of the necessary requirements listed in this Article, when the use will be 
located within an existing building of a non-residential nature in a Residential Zone District.  
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3. Residential Care Facility (7+) Buffer 

A buffer was still desired between care facilities approved for seven or more (7+) individuals as written in the 
current text, but not for outright exemption and not at 1,500 ft. Instead, if a similar use is within the buffer 
distance an applicant can seek a Planning Commission waiver. §50-90 (B) is a new addition which allows the 
standards to apply to all zone districts, not just those identified in Article 3. Additional text also specifies the 
distance is measured according to travel along public right-of-way per the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, and 
that family child care homes (1-6) do not apply to the required buffer when approved by the State to have an 
additional child for a total of seven (7). The new text includes: 

1. Group child care home uses, when proposed within one-thousand (1,000) feet of another group child care 
home, adult foster care small group home or adult foster care large group home, a facility offering substance 
use disorder services to seven (7) or more individuals, a facility that houses an inmate population under the 
jurisdiction of the department of corrections, or any other residential facility offering services to seven (7) or 
more individuals, may only be permitted after receiving a Planning Commission waiver to ensure such use 
will not result in an excessive concentration of such facilities in a single neighborhood or in the City overall.  

2. The buffer distance shall be measured along a road, street, or place maintained by this state or a local 
unit of government and generally open to the public as a matter of right for the purpose of vehicular traffic, 
not including an alley, as is consistent with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, P.A. 110 of 2006, as 
amended, M.C.L. 125.3101 et seq. 

3. Family child care homes which have been approved by the State to care for an additional child, from a 
maximum of six (6) to seven (7) children, are not included within the buffer distance requirements for group 
child care homes.  

 

4. Adult Foster Care and Adult Day Care (§50-81) 
A buffer was included for adult foster care group homes to other residential care facilities offering services to 
seven or more (7+) individuals to coincide with the group child care home buffer. The new text includes: 

F. Adult foster care small group homes and adult foster care large group homes, when proposed within one-
thousand (1,000) feet of another adult foster care small group home or adult foster care large group home, 
group child care home, a facility offering substance use disorder services to seven (7) or more individuals, a 
facility that houses an inmate population under the jurisdiction of the department of corrections, or any other 
residential facility offering services to seven (7) or more individuals, may only be permitted after receiving a 
Planning Commission waiver to ensure such use will not result in an excessive concentration of such 
facilities in a single neighborhood or in the City overall.  

 

5. Residential Rehabilitation Facilities (§50-111) 
The existing buffer language for residential rehabilitation facilities was amended to add group child care homes 
to the list of uses requiring a buffer, and the option for Special Land Use review was added as for residential 
child care and adult foster care. Additionally, an item listing which districts residential rehabilitation facilities are 
Special Land Uses in was removed as this is already specified in the use tables and was incorrect. The new text 
includes:   

A. Any residential rehabilitation facility having more than seven (7) but not more than twenty (20) adults 
proposed within one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet from any other residential rehabilitation facility, 
transitional or emergency shelter, single room occupancy dwelling, group child care home, or small or large 
adult foster care facility, may only be permitted after receiving a Planning Commission waiver to ensure 
such use will not result in an excessive concentration of such facilities in a single neighborhood or in the City 
overall. The facility shall comply with all State of Michigan requirements, as applicable. 
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Article 16: Definitions - Changes 
1. Group Living Definitions (Article 16, Page 16) 
The layout of “group living” items was altered to better reflect the uses and new language was added for 
consistency with other new additions. 
 

Adult day care and child care center definitions were removed from the “Group living” group and added to a new 
“Group care” group just above. These two uses do not have residential occupancy as indicated in the group 
living definition. The group care definition is more accurate, reading: 

Group care – non-residential occupancy of a structure where care is provided to individuals; typical uses 
include adult day care or day care services and child care centers.  

 

An additional line was added to the “Family child care home” definition to clearly note that a family child care 
home use which is approved to have an addition child for a maximum of seven (7) is still recognized as a state 
licensed residential facility: 

…If a licensee of a family childcare home is approved by the State to provide care for up to (7) minor 
children, the use is still recognized as a state licensed residential facility as defined in this Chapter. 

 

The “Residential rehabilitation facility” definition was removed from the “health care facility” group and added to 
the “State regulated group living” group. These uses are residential in nature and do not belong under heal care 
facilities.  
 

Decision: 
With the above noted changes and updated draft Zoning Ordinance pages, the Commission may make a motion 
to approve the proposed text amendments as presented in the staff update for the August 13th meeting. Any 
final revisions that may be desired can also be made in a motion to approve. Sample motions are provided on 
the next page.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This space left intentionally blank.  



CITY OF FLINT   
Department of Business and Community Services 

  Planning and Zoning Division   
Sheldon Neeley,                                    
         Mayor                                                                          

a. 1101 S. Saginaw St. Flint, MI 48502 p. (810) 766-7426 w. www.cityofflint.com/planning-commission/ 
 
 
 

4 of 5 

 

Sample Motions: 
Motion to Approve: 

“I motion to recommend approval of the proposed text amendments to City Council for changes to Child 
Care and Adult Foster Care uses…” 

  Choose one of the following: 

• “…as shown in the draft Ordinance pages provided for the August 13th meeting.” 

• “…as shown in the draft Ordinance pages provided for the August 13th meeting with the 
following changes…” 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

 

Motion to Deny: 

“I motion to recommend denial of the proposed amendments to City Council for changes to Child Care and 

Adult Foster Care uses as shown in the draft Ordinance pages provided for the August 13th meeting.” 

 

Motion to Postpone: 

“I motion to postpone the decision for a recommendation on the proposed amendments for changes to 

Child Care and Adult Foster Care uses to the ______________ meeting…” 

Optional 

• “…with further information requested regarding…” 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 
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Planning Commission Action – Child Care Text Amendments – August 2024 
The proposed text amendments addressing Child Care and Adult Foster Care uses are hereby                     
                 by the City of Flint Planning Commission on this                                           
______ day of     of 2024, per the motion as recorded and presented in the minutes to be 
approved by the Planning Commission at the next available meeting.  
 
 
 
        
Robert Wesley 
Planning Commission Chair 
 
 
        
Max Lester 
Zoning Coordinator 
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Text Amendments Memorandum 
 

Date:  June 18th, 2024 
To: City of Flint Planning Commission  
From: Max Lester, Int. Zoning Coordinator 
Subject:  Update - Proposed Text Amendments for Residential Child Care and Similar Uses 

 
Commissioners, 
 
Discussion during the first meeting for the Child Care Text Amendments public hearing ended with requests 
for additional information as noted below. Please bring back the materials from the first meeting with you, if 
you need another, please notify staff and a copy will be given to you at the meeting. First, additional 
information is detailed below to help clarify the different uses and regulations.  
 
Additional Information: 

Family Child Care Homes and Group Child Care Homes: 

• Regulated under the Child Care Organizations Act (1973 PA 116) and the Department of Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs’ (LARA) “Licensing Rules for Family and Group Child Care Homes”. 

• Family Child Care Home allows care for 1 to 6 unrelated children in a private residence, up to 7 upon 
State approval. 

• Group Child Care Home allows care for 7 to 12 unrelated children in a private residence, up to 14 upon 
State approval. 

• Licensed operator must permanently reside in the child care home as a member of the household. 
 
Child Care Centers: 

• Regulated under the Child Care Organizations Act (1973 PA 116). 

• No defined capacity categories, not typically located in a residential structure. 
 
Adult Foster Care Facilities: 

• Regulated under the Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act and various LARA “Licensing Rules for...”. 

• Various licenses include Adult Foster Care Family Homes (1-6), Small Group Homes (7-12), Large 
Group Homes (13-20), and Congregate Facilities (21+).  

• Under the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Adult Foster Care Family Homes (1-6) are residential uses 
and cannot be subjected to Special Land Use procedures.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
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Article 3: 
1. A request was made to further define and give examples for considerations that may be added when 

reviewing “Child Care Centers” as a Special Land Use (SLU) in GN-2, TN-1, and TN-2 zoned districts, 
assuming these uses are kept as SLUs for these districts. 

 
Child Care Centers are already permitted as accessory uses to institutional uses in any district per §50-90. 
A small addition to this section adding language allowing the use as an SLU when the existing structure is 
commercial in nature may be appropriate while still ensuring adequate review is given. The addition may 
look something like: 

 

 Alternatively, Child Care Centers may be left as a Special Land Use in the GN-2,TN-1, and TN-2 
zoned districts, optional conditions may be added to §50-90. Example conditions are listed below: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(continued on next page) 

*****Article 9 - §50-90 Child Care Center***** 
“E. Former Commercial Building. A Child Care Center may be reviewed under Special Land Use 
procedures, subject to satisfying all of the necessary requirements listed in this Article, when the use 
will be located within an existing building of a commercial nature in a Residential Zone District.” 

• Must provide a Type 1 Transition Yard per the standards of §50-157 where the property lines 
adjoin a residential district or use; and/or 

• May operate between ##:00 AM/PM and ##:00 AM/PM.; and/or 

• May operate two hours before and after the required operation hours if a Type 2 Transition Yard 
is provided per the standards of §50-157 where the property lines adjoin a residential district or 
use; and/or 

• Must front a collector, minor arterial, or principle arterial right-of-way as identified by the Future 
Functional Classification map (Chapter 6, Imagine Flint Comprehensive Plan). see attachments 
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2.  A request was made regarding further information on the distance buffer and how other municipalities 
regulate the distance between Group Child Care Home Uses: 

  
Detroit, MI:  

Family Day Care Home – Permitted use in all Residential districts. Permitted or Conditional Use 
where single-family homes are Permitted or Conditional respectively. 

Group Day Care Home – Conditional use in all Residential Districts  
Buffer – No indicated buffers. 

Ann Arbor, MI:  
Family Day Care Home – Accessory use in all Residential and Mixed-Use Districts 
Group Day Care Home – Accessory use in all Residential Districts and all but one Mixed Use District. 
Buffer – No indicated buffers. 

Lansing, MI: 
Family Day Care Home – Permitted use in all Residential districts. 
Group Day Care Home – Conditional use in all Residential districts and all but one Mixed-

Use/Commercial district.  
Buffer – No indicated buffers. 

Grand Rapids, MI: 
Family Day Care Home – Permitted in all Residential districts. 
Group Day Care Home – Permitted in all Residential districts. 
Buffer – No indicated buffers. 

Pontiac, MI: 
Family Day Care Home – Permitted in all Residential districts and one Mixed-use district. 
Group Day Care Home – Special Exception Use in all Residential districts but the lowest density and 

in one Mixed-Use district.   
Buffer – 1,500 ft. buffer for all State Licensed Residential Facility/Home uses, boarding/lodging 

houses, and unlicensed residential facility/home. The Planning Commission may allow a 
smaller separation “upon determining that such action will not result in an excessive 
concentration of such facilities in a single neighborhood or in the City overall. 

Saginaw, MI: 
Family Day Care Home – Not mentioned. 
Group Day Care Home – Not mentioned. 
Buffer – Not mentioned. 

Dearborn, MI: 
Family Day Care Home – Permitted in all Residential districts… 
Group Day Care Home – Special Land Use in all Residential districts and most Business districts. 
Buffer – No indicated buffers. 

 See the attached map to view locations of active Child Care Facilities. 
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2 (cont.) Alternatively, if a buffer is desired a Group Child Care Home could be set to require additional 
review by the Planning Commission as a Special Land Use if the location is within 500 feet of an 
existing Group Child Care Home. There would still be a cost and time burden on those who would be 
required to meet the standard  but would not be blanketly enforced to all Group Child Care Home uses. 

 
Article 5 Changes: 
1.  More discussion was desired on whether the “Adult Day Care or Day Services Center” and “Child Care 

Center” uses should be Permitted or Special Land Uses in GI-2: Green Innovation – High Intensity and PC: 
Production Center zoned districts.  

 
 As Special Land Uses the Planning Commission would have a Public Hearing to more closely consider 

applications on a location-by-location basis.  
 

Article 16 Changes: 
1.  Concern was noted on the updated definition for “State Licensed Residential Facility”. 

As presented this reads: A "State licensed residential facility" means a structure constructed for residential 
purposes that is licensed by the state under the adult foster care facility licensing act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 
400.701 to 400.737, or 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111 to 722.128, and provides residential services for 6 
or fewer individuals under 24-hour supervision or care. 
 
Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act – 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 400.737 

 Child Care Organizations Act – 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111 to 722.128 
 
 In this case, only Adult Foster Care Family Homes (1-6) and Family Child Care Home (1-6) uses apply to 

this definition. In addition, the Michigan Zoning Enabling act also recognizes the following uses as 
residential uses that must not be treated differently from single-family homes: 

• “Adult foster care facility” which has a capacity of 1-4 adults who all receive benefits from a community 
mental health services program, in which the mental health services program monitors the services 
delivered. 

• A qualified residential treatment program that provides services for 10 or fewer individuals. 

• MZEA §125.3206 (4) For a county or township, a group child care home shall be issued a special use 
permit, conditional use permit, or other similar permit if the group child care home meets all of the 
following standards: 

(a) Is located not closer than 1,500 feet to any of the following: 
(i) Another licensed group child care home. 
(ii)  An adult foster care small group home or large group home licensed under the adult foster 

care facility licensing act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 400.737. 
(iii)  A facility offering substance use disorder services to 7 or more people that is licensed under 

part 62 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.6230 to 333.6251. 
(iv)  A community correction center, resident home, halfway house, or other similar facility that 

houses an inmate population under the jurisdiction of the department of corrections. 
(b)  Has appropriate fencing for the safety of the children in the group child care home as 

determined by the local unit of government. 
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(c)  Maintains the property consistent with the visible characteristics of the neighborhood. 
(d)  Does not exceed 16 hours of operation during a 24-hour period. The local unit of 

government may limit but not prohibit the operation of a group child care home between 
the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. 

(e)  Meets regulations, if any, governing signs used by a group child care home to identify 
itself. 

(f)  Meets regulations, if any, requiring a group child care home operator to provide off-street 
parking accommodations for his or her employees. 

(5)  For a city or village, a group child care home may be issued a special use permit, conditional use 
permit, or other similar permit. 

  
No changes are recommended for this definition as it comes directly from the Michigan Zoning Enabling 
Act. Additionally, per the information above for Group Child Care Home buffers, no buffer is recommended. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(this space left intentionally blank) 
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Total number of Facilities: 

21 – Family Day Care Home 
11 – Group Day Care Home 
40 – Daycare Center (some locations have multiple licenses)
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Sample Motions: 
Motion to Approve: 

“I motion to recommend approval of the proposed amendments to City Council for changes to Child Care 
uses…” 

  Choose one of the following: 

• “…as shown in the draft Ordinance pages.” 

• “…as shown in the draft Ordinance pages with the following changes…” 
o See potential suggestions under Article 3 above. 

o To allow Child Care Centers as Special Land Uses in the GI-2 and PC zone districts. 

o Maintain a ### ft. buffer for Group Child Care Homes from other Group Child Care Homes… 

o or; Group Child Care Homes require Special Land Use review if the proposed  location is 

within ### ft. of an existing Group Child Care Home. 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

 

Motion to Deny: 

“I motion to recommend denial of the proposed amendments to City Council for for changes to Child Care 

uses as shown in the staff materials.” 

 

Motion to Postpone: 

“I motion to postpone the decision for a recommendation on the proposed amendments for changes to 

Child Care uses to the ______________ meeting…” 

Optional 

• “…with further information requested regarding…” 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 
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Planning Commission Action – Child Care Text Amendments – June 2024 
 
The proposed text amendments addressing Child Care uses are hereby                          by 
the City of Flint Plan Commission on this day of     of 2024, per the motion as recorded and 
presented in the minutes to be approved by the Planning Commission at the next available meeting.  
 
 
 
        
Robert Wesley 
Planning Commission Chair 
 
 
        
Max Lester 
Int. Zoning Coordinator 
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Text Amendments Memorandum 
 

Date:  June 4th, 2024 
To: City of Flint Planning Commission  
From: Max Lester, Int. Zoning Coordinator 
Subject:  Proposed Text Amendments for Residential Child Care and Similar Uses – Articles 3, 4, 5, 6, and 16 

 
Commissioners, 
 
Below are explanations of the draft language with proposed changes to be made to Articles 3, 4, 5, 6, and 16 
of the Zoning Code primarily addressing Group Child Care Homes, uses, location restrictions, and definitions. 
Further changes may be made by the Planning Commission; however, these changes reflect the minimum 
recommendations from staff.  
 
Article 3 Changes: 
Moved the “Group Child Care Home” use from the commercial section of the Use Table to residential and 
changed the name from “Group Day Care Home” to reflect the terminology used by the State. Additionally, we 
noted this as a Permitted use in all residential zoned districts where it previously was blank except for the MR-
3 Special Land Use designation. 
 
Added “Family Child Care Home” as a separate use. The number of children permitted for Family and Group 
Child Care Home uses were changed to (1-7) and (7-14) respectively to account for new licensing rules. The 
“Family Child Care Home” use is indicated as Permitted in all districts.  
 
Struck the “Adult Foster Care Family Home” and “Adult Foster Care Small Group Home” uses from the Use 
Table. “Adult Foster Care Family Home” is already covered under the “State Licensed Residential Facility (1-
6)” use and the indication of 1-6 for “Adult Foster Care Small Group Home” is incorrect, however, it is correctly 
identified just under with the same name with 7-12 residents indicated.  
 
The “State Licensed Residential Facility (1-6)” use also was added as Permitted in the MR-3 zoned district 
where it was previously blank.  
 
The “Adult Foster Care Large Group Home (13-20)” use was added as a Special Land Use in the MR-1 and 
MR-2 zoned districts. This adds the use as an option if approved by the Planning Commission in a public 
hearing.  
 
The “Residential Care Service” subgroup was renamed “Day Care Services” to reflect the commercial nature 
of the uses.  
 
“Child Care Center” had Special Land Use designations removed from the GN-2, TN-1, and TN-2 zoned 
districts due to their commercial nature. The Planning Commission may choose to allow the Special Land Use 
designation to remain, though additional conditions or review considerations should be included for these 
districts.  
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“Adult Day Care or Day Services Center” was given additional Special Land Use designations for MR-1 and 
MR-2 zoned districts.  

The State-Licensed Residential Facilities notation under Section 50-25 E. on Page 10 was removed, see 
changes for Article 16 for the updated definition. The Planning Commission may evaluate whether to keep the 
indicated buffers, however this buffer is noted in the MZEA as a requirement for Townships and Counties, not 
Cities. Unless reasoning can be fully determined as to why we should enforce the buffer, we don’t think it is 
beneficial to maintain, at least at the indicated 1,500 feet.  

Article 4 Changes: 
Moved the “Group Child Care Home” use from the commercial section of the Use Table to residential and 
changed the name from “Group Day Care Home” to reflect the term used by the State. Designations were 
changed to Permitted for the NC and DE uses where we tend to have existing single-family residential 
structures and are now Special Land Uses for new residential structures. The use is marked as Special Land 
Uses for CC and DC zoned districts to account for any single-family residences still existing in these zoned 
districts.  

Added “Family Child Care Home” as a separate use. The number of children permitted for Family and Group 
Child Care Home uses were changed to (1-7) and (7-14) respectively to account for new licensing rules. The 
“Family Child Care Home” use is indicated as Permitted in all districts.  

Struck the “Adult Foster Care Family Home” and “Adult Foster Care Small Group Home” uses from the Use 
Table and added a single “State Licensed Residential Facility (1-6)” use. Zoning designations changed to 
match those for “Group Child Care Home”. 

The “Residential Care Service” subgroup was renamed “Day Care Services” to reflect the commercial nature 
of the uses.  

“Adult Day Care or Day Services Center” were noted as Permitted for NC, DE, and DC zoned districts. 

“Child Care Center” was added as a Permitted Use in NC and DC zoned districts. 

Article 5 Changes: 
Moved the “Group Child Care Home” use from the commercial section of the Use Table to residential and 
changed the name from “Group Day Care Home” to reflect the term used by the State. Designations were 
changed to Special Land Use for GI-2 zoned districts where we tend to have existing single-family residential 
structures.  

Added “Family Child Care Home” as a separate use. The number of children permitted for Family and Group 
Child Care Home uses were changed to (1-7) and (7-14) respectively to account for new licensing rules. 
“Family Day Care Home” is indicated as a Special Land Use in GI-2 for any residential uses that may remain 
and as a Permitted use for CE where Multi-Family Dwellings are allowed as Special Land Uses. 
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“Adult Foster Care Small Group Home” and “Adult Foster Care Large Group Home” uses were struck from CE 
as these are residential uses and are unlikely to be needed in the CE zoned district which is commercial and 
industrial in nature. They were added as Special Land Uses in the GI-2 district where residential uses are 
likely to remain.  

“Adult Day Care or Day Services Center” were noted as Permitted for the GI-2 and PC zoned districts. The 
Planning Commission may wish to evaluate and consider if Special Land Use is more fitting to ensure 
appropriate placement and site design.   

“Child Care Center” was added as a Permitted Use in the GI-2 and PC zoned districts, as for Adult Day Care 
the Planning Commission may wish to consider these Special Land Uses to be confident potential uses are 
located in a safe location. 

Article 6 Changes: 
Moved the “Group Child Care Home” use from the commercial section of the Use Table to residential and 
changed the name from “Group Day Care Home” to reflect the term used by the State. Designations were 
changed to Permitted for the UC and GI-1 zoned districts where we tend to have existing single-family 
residential structures and new single-family residences are Special Land Uses and Permitted uses 
respectively.  

Added “Family Child Care Home” as a separate use. The number of children permitted for Family and Group 
Child Care Home uses were changed to (1-7) and (7-14) respectively to account for new licensing rules. The 
“Family Child Care Home” use is indicated as Permitted in all districts.  

Struck the “Adult Foster Care Family Home” and “Adult Foster Care Small Group Home” uses from the Use 
Table and added a single “State Licensed Residential Facility (1-6)” use. Zoning designations changed to 
match those for “Group Child Care Home”. 

“Adult Foster Care Small Group Home” and “Adult Foster Care Large Group Home” uses given an additional 
Special Land Use designation for the GI-1 zoned districts. GI-1 is meant to be a blend of residential and 
commercial agricultural and green uses.  

The “Residential Care Service” subgroup was renamed “Day Care Services” to reflect the commercial nature 
of the uses.  

“Adult Day Care or Day Services Center” was added as Permitted uses in the IC, UC, and GI-1 zoned districts. 

“Child Care Center” was added as a Permitted Use in the IC, UC, and GI-1 zoned districts.  
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Article 16 Changes: 
The “Family day care home” definition was struck as this was corrected in the earlier Articles, and only acted 
to direct readers to view the more correct term of “Child Care Home, Family”. 
 
The “Group day care home” definition was struck as this was corrected in the earlier Articles, and only acted to 
direct readers to view the more correct term of “Child Care Home, Group”. 
 
The term “Child Care Home, Family” was corrected to “Family child care home”, removing the unnecessary 
separation of the first word which does not appear in the MZEA or other applicable State legislation. 
Additionally, the number of children permitted has been increased to a maximum of seven to reflect the 
changes to licensure in the attached 2022 PA 106 (House Bill 5041). 
 
The term “Child Care Home, Group” was corrected to “Group child care home”, removing the unnecessary 
separation of the first word which does not appear in the MZEA or other applicable State legislation. 
Additionally, the number of children permitted has been increased to a maximum of fourteen to reflect the 
changes to licensure in the attached 2022 PA 106 (House Bill 5041). 
 
The definition for “State Licensed Residential Facility” was amended to use the exact wording found in the 
Michigan Zoning Enabling Act.   
 
Comprehensive Plan: 
The City of Flint’s Imagine Flint Comprehensive Plan has minimal language regarding child care, but does 
indicate that expanded access to child care is a goal for economic success. 
 
Chapter 9: Economic Development and Education Plan  
Goal: The City of Flint will have a growing and diverse economy that spurs innovation and small business 

development along with an education system that prepares our workforce for jobs paying a livable wage.  
Objective 3: Increase access to employment opportunities. Flint must reduce barriers preventing low-income 

individuals and marginalized groups from entering the workforce. By increasing access to jobs through 
affordable childcare and better public transportation, and limiting the effects of implicit bias, we can 
ensure economic growth is equitable and that quality of life is improved for all. 

 
Resources and Best Practices: 
Attached are several resources that were previously provided as well as new materials. 

• Pairing Your Local Plan and Ordinance with the State of Michigan’s Child Care Licensing 
Requirements by Mary Reilly, AICP – MSU Extension 

• APA Policy Guide on the Provision of Child Care 

• Act No. 106 of Public Acts of 2022 (Amendment to 1973 PA 116) 

• Gov. Whitmer Announces Grants to Help Communities Expand Access to Low or No-Cost Child Care 
– March 10, 2023 Press Release 

• Genesee County, Child Care: A Critical Need in Michigan by Parker James, Michigan League for 
Public Policy – March 2021 
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Goals for Amendments: 
The goal of the proposed amendments is to allow for easier access to child care for both the providers and 
parents in Flint. Additionally, the changes will better align Flint’s policies on use classification with State 
requirements and updated language. In addition to the proposed amendments, staff will seek to delineate 
Special Land Use application fees in the Fee Schedule between residential and commercial uses to further 
reduce barriers for those areas where child care is specified for Special Land Use Review. 
 
Sample Motions: 
Motion to Approve: 

“I motion to recommend approval of the proposed amendments to City Council for Articles 3, 4, 5, 6, and 
16…” 

  Choose one of the following: 

• “…as shown in the staff materials.” 

• “…as shown in the staff materials with the following changes…” 
o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

 

Motion to Deny: 

“I motion to recommend denial of the proposed amendments to City Council for Articles 3, 4, 5, 6, and 16 

as shown in the staff materials.” 

 

Motion to Postpone: 

“I motion to postpone the decision for a recommendation on the proposed amendments for Articles 3, 4, 5, 

6, and 16 to the ______________ meeting…” 

Optional 

• “…with further information requested regarding…” 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________ 
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Planning Commission Action – Child Care Text Amendments – June 2024 
 
The proposed text amendments for Articles 3, 4, 5, 6, and 16 are hereby                          by 
the City of Flint Plan Commission on this day of     of 2024.  
 
 
 
        
Robert Wesley 
Planning Commission Chair 
 
 
        
Max Lester 
Int. Zoning Coordinator 
 



ORDINANCE NO.     

 

An Ordinance to amend the Flint Code of Ordinances, Chapter 50, Zoning Ordinance.  

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF FLINT: 

 

 Sec. 1. An Ordinance to amend the Flint City Code of Ordinances by amending 

Chapter 50, Zoning Ordinance, Sections 50-23 Permitted Uses, 50-25 General Residential 

Zoning District Requirements, 50-30 Permitted Uses, 50-37 Permitted Uses, 50-39 Additional 

Criteria and Requirements for Review of Uses in Green Innovation Districts, 50-43 

Permitted Uses, 50-81 Adult Foster Care and Adult Day Care, 50-90 Child Care Center, 50-

111 Residential Rehabilitation Facilities, and 50-184 Definitions, which shall read in its 

entirety as follows: 

 

SECTION 50-23 PERMITTED USES 

Article 16 Definitions shall be referred to for clarity on the uses as listed.  

Allowed Uses Table. 
Table 50-23 Uses: Residential Zone Districts 

  GN-1 GN-2 TN-1 TN-2 MR-1 MR-2 MR-3 Reference 

RESIDENTIAL               

 

Household Living               

 

Single-Family Detached Dwelling P      P P P P S  50-50 

Two-Family Dwelling (duplex)    S      S S S P P  50-85 

Single-Family Attached Dwelling        S  S P P P 50-85 

Multi-Family Dwelling (all floors)         S P P 50-104 

Multi-Family Dwelling (above first floor)      P P 50-104 

Manufactured Housing Communities        S      50-102 

Accessory Dwelling Unit A A A A A A  50-79 

Mixed-Use            P P  

Group Living                

State Licensed Residential Facility (1-6 
residents) 

P P P P P P P 
 

FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME (1-7 
CHILDREN) 

P P P P P P P 50-90 

GROUP CHILD CARE HOME (7-14 
CHILDREN) 

P P P P P P P 50-90 

Convalescent or Nursing Home         S S S  

Boarding House S S  S S S S  50-112 

Transitional or Emergency Shelter      S S 50-119 

Residential Rehab Center (1-6)  S S S S S   50-111 

Residential Rehab Center (7-20)      S S 50-111 

Adult Foster Care Family Home (1-6) P P P P P P  50-81 

Adult Foster Care Small Group Home 
(1-6) 

P P P P P P   

Adult Foster Care Small Group Home 
(7-12) 

S S S S S P P 50-81 

Adult Foster Care Large Group Home 
(13-20) 

    S S P 50-81 

RECREATIONAL                

Community Center P P P P P P S  

AGRICULTURAL                

Aquaculture A A  A A  A     50-84 



  GN-1 GN-2 TN-1 TN-2 MR-1 MR-2 MR-3 Reference 

Aquaponics A A  A A  A     50-84 

Produce Stand A A  A A   A A A 50-109 

Farmers’ Market (Temporary)      P P 50-118 

Greenhouse A A A A A A A 50-98 

Hoophouse A A   A        50-100 

Hydroponics A A A   A A  A   

Apiary/Beekeeping A A A A A  A   50-88 

Chicken Keeping  A A     A       50-89 

Urban Agriculture P P  P    50-120 

Community Garden P P P P A A A 50-91 

INSTITUTIONAL AND CULTURAL                

Religious                

Place of Worship S S S S S P   

Cemetery P S  S     

Government and Educational                

Elementary/Middle School  P P  P P S S  

High School  P P    S S S S  

College or University or Vocational 
Training 

          P 
 

Other Governmental Use or Facility     P P P  

Other Institutional, and Cultural                

Social Service 
Facility (w/o 
residential care) 

(In MR-2 and 
MR-3: 
permitted only 
as part of a 
mixed-use 
development 
with residential 
units and only 
on the ground 
floor) 
 

   S S P P 
 

Civil or Charitable 
Organization 

   S S P  P 
 

Art Gallery      S P P 

 

Library   P  P P P P  

Museum      S P P  

COMMERCIAL                 

Temporary Lodging                

Bed and Breakfast   S S S S P  50-87 

Hotel       S  

Offices 

Financial Services  

(In MR-2: 
permitted only 
as part of a 
mixed-use 
development 
with residential 
units and only 
on the ground 
floor) 
 

     P P  

Physician or Dentist 
Office or Medical 
Clinic 

     P P 
 

General or 
Professional Office 

     P P 
 

Copying, Mailing, 
Courier Services, 
Parcel Receiving, 
Shipping Station 

     P P 

 

Film Production, 
Photography, Radio, 
TV Studio 

     P P 
 

Live/Work Unit  S    P S 50-101 

Personal Service Establishments 

Personal Service 
Establishments 

(In MR-2: 
permitted only 
as part of a 
mixed-use 
development 

     P P  

Gym or Fitness 
Center 

     P P 
 



  GN-1 GN-2 TN-1 TN-2 MR-1 MR-2 MR-3 Reference 

with residential 
units and only 
on the ground 
floor) 
 

Residential Day Care Services                

Adult Day Care or Day Services Center       
 S S S 50-81 

Group Day Care Home       S  

Child Care Center 

(In MR-2: 
Special Land 
Use only as 
part of a 
mixed-use 
development 
with residential 
units and only 
on the ground 
floor) 

  S S S S S P 50-90 

Retail and Service                

Restaurant without 
Alcohol 

(In MR-2: 
permitted only 
as part of a 
mixed-use 
development 
with residential 
units and only 
on the ground 
floor) 

     P P 
 

Retail Sales, 
General 

     P P 
 

Grocery Store      P P  

Convenience Store      P P 50-83 

Commercial Art 
Gallery 

      P 
 

Restaurant with 
Alcohol 

(In MR-2: 
Special Land 
Use permitted 
only as part of 
a mixed-use 
development 
with residential 
units and only 
on the ground 
floor) 

     S S 
50-83 

Bar, Tavern, 
Taproom, or Tasting 
Room 

     S S 
50-83 

Brewpub      S S 50-83 

Craft 
Winery/Distillery 

     S S 50-83 

Instruction Studio      S P  

Catering Business       P  

Automotive Services 

Vehicle Fuel Station (without vehicle 
repair, may include 1,000 sq. ft. 
convenience-store) 

      S 
50-121 

Entertainment and Hospitality 

Bowling Alley, Skating Rink      S S  

Dance Club, Night Club       S 50-94 

Entertainment, Live (Not including 
ARUs) 

     S S 
 

INDUSTRIAL                

Transportation         

Stand Alone Parking, Surface Lots     S S   

Utilities                

Electrical Substations and Private 
Utilities 

S S S S S S S 
50-93 

Wireless Communication Facilities – 
Collocated on Existing Towers 

P P P P P P P 
50-126 

Small-Scale Solar Energy Production A A A A A A A 50-117 

Small-Scale Wind Energy Production A A A A A A A 50-125 



  GN-1 GN-2 TN-1 TN-2 MR-1 MR-2 MR-3 Reference 

Additionally Regulated Uses         

Tattoo Establishment       ARU 50-80 

SECTION 50-25 GENERAL RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS 

 

D. Conversion of Non-Residential Buildings. The conversion of any non-residential building into a 

residential structure, or an existing residential building into a structure containing more housing units 

than its current use, is only permitted when the proposed structure and number of dwelling units 

meets the requirements of this chapter, or is otherwise approved according to the provisions of this 

Chapter. See Article 9: Use Regulations. 

E. State-Licensed Residential Facilities. A “state-licensed residential facility,” as defined by 
Act 28, of the Public Acts of 1977, being MSA 5.2933(2), as amended, which provides 
supervision or care or both to six or less persons shall be considered a residential use of 
property for the purposes of this chapter.  It shall be a permitted use in all residential zones, 
including those for single-family dwellings and shall not be subject to Special Land Use or 
conditional use permits or procedures different from those required for other dwellings of 
similar density in the same zone; provided, that such uses, with the exception of “foster 
family homes,” as defined in Act 116 of the Public Acts of 1973, being MCLA §§ 722.111 
through 722.128, and MSA §§ 25.358(11), as amended, as prohibited, within a 1,500 foot 
radius of each other.  And provided further, that the facilities which provide the care to 
more than six persons and are otherwise permitted in any residential district are also 
prohibited within a 1,500 foot radius of each other. 

E. F. Expression Line (EL). 

1. A horizontal line on the façade known as the Expression Line (EL) shall distinguish 

the base of the building from the remainder to enhance the pedestrian environment. 

The EL shall be created by a change in material, a change in design, or by a 

continuous setback, recess, or projection above or below the Expression Line. Such 

elements as cornices, belt courses, corbelling, molding, stringcourses, 

ornamentation, and changes in material or color or other sculpturing of the base, are 

appropriate design elements for ELs. 



2. If applicable, the height of the Expression Line shall be related to the prevailing 

scale of development in the area. A change of scale may require a transitional 

design element between existing and proposed features. 

F. G. Transparency. 

1. Applicability. 

i. The minimum transparency requirement shall apply to all sides of a 

building that abut an urban open space or public right-of-way.  

Transparency requirements shall not apply to sides which abut an alley. 

ii. Windows for building sides (non-front) shall be concentrated toward the 

front edge of the building, in locations most visible from an urban open 

space or public right-of-way. 

2. Windows and Displays. 

i. Ground level storefront transparency shall be horizontally oriented overall, 

divided into vertical segments. 

ii. Product display windows shall be internally lit. 

iii. Interior displays shall be set back a minimum of one (1) foot from the 

window and shall not cover more than fifty (50) percent of the window 

opening. 

iv. No window covering or screening shall cover more than twenty-five (25) 

percent of windows or doors that are used to meet transparency 

requirements. 

3. Percentage of Required Transparency 



i. Ground-floor transparency percentages must be applied between two (2) 

feet and eight (8) feet from the ground. The area of windows in doors may 

count towards the transparency percentage. 

ii. Structures in the MR-2 and MR-3 districts shall comply with Table 50-25G 

below with regards to the amount of transparent materials that is required 

for ground-floor and upper floor facades. Windows must be clear and allow 

views of the indoor space or display areas. 

 
 

 

 

 

SECTION 50-30 PERMITTED USES 

 

Article 16 Definitions shall be referred to for clarity on the uses as listed.  

Allowed Uses Table. 
Table 50-30 Uses: Commercial Zone Districts 

  NC CC DE DC Reference 

RESIDENTIAL         

 

Household Living         

 

Single-Family Dwelling S  S  50-50 

Two-Family Dwelling (Duplex) P S P   50-85 

Single-Family Attached Dwelling P S P   50-85 

Multi-Family Dwelling (all floors) P P P   50-104 

Multi-Family Dwelling (above first floor) P P P P 50-104 

Accessory Dwelling Unit S   S   50-79 

Mixed Use P P P P  

Group Living          

STATE LICENSED RESIDENTIAL FACILITY (1-6 
RESIDENTS) 

P S P S 
 

Table 50-25G Façade Transparency in MR-2 and MR-3 Districts 
 Commercial Use Residential Use 

Ground-floor 

 

70% 40% 

Upper floors 

 

30% 30% 



  NC CC DE DC Reference 

Convalescent or Nursing Home  S P     

Fraternity/Sorority House    P   50-96 

Transitional or Emergency Shelter S S S  50-119 

FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME (1-7 CHILDREN) P P P P 50-90 

GROUP CHILD CARE HOME (7-14 CHILDREN) P S P S 50-90 

Adult Foster Care Family Home (1-6 residents)   S  50-81 

Adult Foster Care Small Group Home (1-6)   S  50-81 

Adult Foster Care Small Group Home (7-12)  P P  50-81 

Adult Foster Care Large Group Home (13-20)  P P  50-81 

RECREATIONAL          

Community Center P  S   

AGRICULTURAL          

Farmers’ Market (Permanent) P  P   

Farmers’ Market (Temporary) P P P P 50-118 

Produce Stand A S   50-109 

Community Garden A A A  50--91 

INSTITUTIONAL AND CULTURAL          

Religious          

Place of Worship S P P S  

Cemetery  S     

Government and Educational          

Elementary/Middle School  S P   

High School  S P   

College or University or Vocational Training  S P P  

Other Governmental Use or Facility  P P P  

Other Institutional, and Cultural          

Social Service Facility P P P S  

Civil, Religious, or Charitable Organization P P P S  

Library P P P S  

Museum  S P S  

Art Gallery P P P P  

Health         
 

Rehabilitation Center (w/o residential care) S P P S  

Hospital or Medical Center   P P S  

COMMERCIAL           

Automotive Services          

Automotive Rental  P   50-122 

Auto Supply/Accessory Sales S P    

Vehicle Repair and Services  P    50-123 

Vehicle Fuel Station (without vehicle repair, may include 
1,000 sq. ft. convenience-Store) 

S P S   
50-121 

Vehicle Sale/ Lease (including auto, RV, boat)  P    50-122 

Car Wash S P     

Farm Implement Sales  P    

Entertainment and Hospitality          

Arcade, Amusement Devices, Gaming, Pool Hall S P P S 50-94 

Auditorium, Cinema, Concert Hall, Theater, Banquet Hall, 
Amphitheater 

S P P P 
50-86 

Adult Entertainment Uses  ARU   50-80 

Bingo Hall  ARU ARU  50-92 

Bowling Alley, Skating Rink S P S S  

Casino     S   

Charity Gaming  ARU ARU  50-92 

Convention Center    P P P  

Dance Club, Night Club   S S S 50-94 

Drive-In Theaters (Entertainment)   S      

Entertainment, Live (Not including ARUs) S P P P  



  NC CC DE DC Reference 

Hookah Lounge, Cigar Lounge S P S S  

Sports and Entertainment Arena    S S   

Temporary Lodging          

Bed and Breakfast     P   50-87 

Motel   P    

Hotel   P P P  

Offices          

Financial Services  P P P P 
 

Physician or Dentist Office or Medical Clinic P P P P  

General Professional Office P P P P  

Research Facility/Laboratory   P  S    

Copying, Mailing, Courier Services, Parcel Receiving, 
Shipping Station 

P P P P 
 

Film Production, Photography, Radio, TV Studio P P P P  

Live/Work Unit P P P  50-101 

Personal Service Establishments          

Personal Service Establishments P P P P  

Gym or Fitness center P P P P  

Animal Services Day Care (w/o overnight boarding) P P  P    

Kennel (w/ boarding and/or grooming)  P      

Veterinary Clinic or Hospital (with or w/o boarding) P P P    

Funeral Home or Mortuary   P     

Tattoo Establishment  ARU ARU   50-80 

Residential Day Care Service SERVICES          

Adult Day Care or Day Services Center P P PS P 50-81 

Group Day Care Home  P S   

Child Care Center PS P P PS 50-90 

Retail and Service          

Grocery Store P P P S  

Retail Sales, General P P P P  

Retail Sales, Outdoor Nursery, Garden Center or 
Landscaping Supply 

  P     
 

Convenience Store (W/ or w/o liquor) S P P S 50-83 

Restaurant w/Alcohol (beer, wine and/or liquor) S P P P 50-83 

Restaurant w/o Alcohol P P P P  

Catering Business P P S S  

Bar, Tavern, Taproom, or Tasting Room S S S S 50-83 

Brewpub S S S S 50-83 

Craft Winery/distillery S S S S 50-83 

Commercial Art Gallery P P P P  

Instruction Studio P P P P  

Cash Advance  S      

Liquor Store/Package Goods/Party Store  ARU ARU   50-83/50-80 

Antique, Second-Hand Store (except pawn shop) P P P P  

Pawn Shop or Pawn Broker   ARU    50-80 

Firearms Sales   S      

Drive Through (all commercial uses w/drive through; includes 
dry cleaning) 

S A A  
 

INDUSTRIAL          

Manufacturing and Production, Light          

Trade:  Sheet Metal, Carpenter, Plumbing or Heating, 
Furniture Upholstering, Paint, Paper Hanging, Decorating or 
Sign Painting Shop, or Similar Enterprise, etc. 

 P     
 

Household Service: Dry Cleaning Facility, Household Goods 
or Appliance Repair Shop, etc. 

S P S   

Pottery and Figurine making, large-scale 
commercial/industrial 

 P   
 



  NC CC DE DC Reference 

Microbrewery/Small Distillery/Small Winery  P P P 
 

Large Brewery/Large Distillery/Large Winery  S   
 

Self-Storage Facility  P   50-114 

Stone Monument Works  P   
 

Transportation          

Parking Structures  P P  50-108 

Stand Alone Parking, Surface Lots  P S   

Transit Terminal or Station     P    

Utilities          

Electrical Substations and Private Utilities S S S S 50-93 

Wireless Communication Facilities – Collocated on Existing 
Towers 

P P P P 
50-126 

Small-Scale Solar Energy Production A A A A 50-117 

Large-Scale Solar Energy Production  A A  50-116 

Small-Scale Wind Energy Production A A A A 50-125 

Additionally Regulated Uses 

Liquor/Package Goods/Party Store ARU    50-80/50-83 

 

 

SECTION 50-37 PERMITTED USES 

 

Article 16 Definitions shall be referred to for clarity on the uses as listed.  

Allowed Uses Table. 

  CE GI-2 PC Reference 

RESIDENTIAL     

  

Household Living     

  

Single-Family Detached Dwelling    50-59 

Multi-Family Dwelling S    50-104 

Accessory Dwelling Unit     

Mixed Use P     

Group Living       

Convalescent or Nursing Home S     

FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME (1-7 CHILDREN) P S  50-90 

GROUP CHILD CARE HOME (7-14 CHILDREN)  S  50-90 

Adult Foster Care Small Group Home (7-12 residents) S S  50-81 

Adult Foster Care Large Group Home (13-20) S S  50-81 

Community Center     

Park     

Public-Owned Park P P P  

AGRICULTURAL       

Aquaculture    50-84 

Aquaponics S P P 50-84 

Farmers Market (Temporary) P   50-118 

Produce Stand     

Greenhouse A P  50-98 

Hoophouse S P  50-100 

Table 50-37 Uses: Employment Zoning Districts 



  CE GI-2 PC Reference 

Hydroponics S P P  

Apiary/Beekeeping   P  50-88 

Commercial Composting  P P  

Orchard (11 or more trees)  P   

Urban Agriculture   P  50-120 

Community Garden A   50-91 

INSTITUTIONAL AND CULTURAL       

Religious       

Place of Worship S     

Cemetery S     

Government and Educational       

Elementary/Middle School S    

High School S S   

College or University or vocational training P S   

Other Governmental Use or Facility P    

Other Institutional, and Cultural       

Social Service Facility (w/o residential care) P     

Civil, Religious, or Charitable Organization P     

Health       

Rehabilitation Center (w/o residential care) P     

Hospital or Medical Center P     

COMMERCIAL        

Automotive Services       

Automotive Rental P  P 50-122 

Auto Supply/Accessory Sales P   P  

Vehicle Repair and Services P   P 50-123 

Vehicle Fuel Station (without vehicle repair, may include 1,000 sq. ft. convenience-Store) P   P 50-121 

Vehicle Sale/ Lease (including auto, RV, boat) P   P 50-122 

Vehicle Salvage and Wrecking Operations    P 50-103 

Vehicle Towing and Storage (including auto, RV, boat) S   P  

Car Wash P   P  

Farm Implement Sales P   P  

Entertainment and Hospitality       

Adult Entertainment Uses ARU  ARU 50-80 

Arcade, Amusement Devices, Gaming, Billiards Hall P   50-94 

Auditorium, Cinema, Concert Hall, Theater, Banquet Hall, Amphitheater P   50-86 

Bingo Hall ARU   5080 

Bowling Alley, Skating Rink P   50-94 

Casino S   S  

Charity Gaming ARU   50-80 

Convention Center P   S  

Dance Club, Night Club S   50-94 

Drive-In Theaters P     

Entertainment, Live (Not including ARUs) P    

Hookah Lounge, Cigar Lounge S    

Sports and Entertainment Arena S    

Lodging       

Motel P     

Hotel P   S  

Offices       

Financial Services  P   S  



  CE GI-2 PC Reference 

Physician or Dentist Office or Medical Clinic P     

General Professional Office P     

Research Facility/ Laboratory P S P  

Copying, Mailing, Courier Services, Parcel Receiving, Shipping Station P  P  

Film Production, Photography, Radio, TV Studio P   P  

Live/Work Unit S    50-101 

Personal Service Establishments       

Personal Service Establishments P     

Animal Day Care (w/o boarding) P     

Kennel (w/ boarding and/or grooming) P     

Veterinary Clinic or Hospital (with or w/o boarding) P     

Funeral Home or Mortuary P     

Crematory    P  

Gym or Fitness Center P     

Tattoo Establishment ARU    50-80 

Residential DAY CARE Service SERVICES       

Adult Day Care or Day Services Center P S S 50-81 

Group Day Care Home P    

Child Care Center P S S 50-90 

Retail and Service       

Retail Sales, General P     

Grocery Store P  S  

Non-food Retail Sales, General (w/o alcohol) P  S  

Convenience Store P   50-83 

Retail Sales, Outdoor Nursery, Garden Center or Landscaping Supply P  P P  

Restaurant w/Alcohol (beer, wine and/or liquor) S    50-83 

Restaurant w/o Alcohol S     

Catering Business P     

Bar, Tavern, Taproom, or Tasting Room S    50-83 

Brewpub S   50-83 

Craft Winery/Distillery S   50-83 

Commercial Art Gallery S     

Instruction Studio S    

Cash Advance S    

Antique, Second-Hand Store (except pawn shop) P    

Liquor/Package Goods/Party Store ARU    50-80/ 50-83 

Limited Wholesale P S P  

Wholesale Business  P S P  

Pawn Shop or Pawn Broker ARU   ARU 50-80 

Fire Arms Sales S   S  

Drive Through (all commercial uses w/drive through; includes dry cleaning) A  A 50-92 

INDUSTRIAL       

Manufacturing and Production, Light       

Trade:  Sheet Metal, Carpenter, Plumbing or Heating, Furniture Upholstering, Paint, Paper 

Hanging, Decorating or Sign Painting Shop, or Similar Enterprise, etc. 
P  P 

 

Household Service: Dying and Dry Cleaning Facility, Household Goods or Appliance Repair 

Shop, etc. 
P  P 

 

Assembly, Manufacturing, or Production of food, textile products, technology, wood products, 

furniture and fixtures, paper, clay, glass or fabricated metal 
S S P 

 

Canning and Bottling Works S  P  

Food Products S S P  



  CE GI-2 PC Reference 

Production of Pharmaceuticals S  P  

Products from Previously Prepared Materials S S P 50-103 

Pottery and Figurine making, large-scale commercial P  P  

Welding Shops and Other Metal Working Machine Shops S  P  

Ice Manufacturing S  P  

Warehousing, Storage P A P  

Microbrewery/Small Distillery/Small Winery P  S  

Large Brewery/Large Distillery/Large Winery S  S  

Self-Storage Facility P   P 50-114 

Stone Monument Works P  P  

Building Materials Sales Yards S  P  

Contractors Yards and Similar Establishments S  P  

Manufacturing and Production, Heavy       

Automotive and Parts Manufacturing S  P  

Bulk Stations     P  

Coal, Coke and Wood Yards     S  

Other Storage and Equipment Yards     P  

Materials Salvage, Recycling and Processing     P 50-103 

Commercial Laundry, Dry Cleaning Processing, Drug and Lab Disposal   S  

High Emissions Manufacturing (i.e. Acid, Asbestos, Brewing and Distilling, Flour or Forge Grain 

Mill, Meat Packing, etc.)     
S 

 

Foundry    P  

Transportation       

Airports    P  

Railroad Yard and Major Freight Station S   P  

Freight Terminal S  P  

Parking Structures  P  P 50-108 

Stand Alone Parking, Surface Lots P  P  

Transit Terminal or Station P  S  

Utilities       

Electrical Substations and Private Utilities S S S 50-93 

Wireless Communication Facilities – Collocated on Existing Tower P P P 50-126 

Wireless Communication Facilities – New Towers and Facilities  S  S 50-126 

Large-scale Solar Energy Production S P S 50-116 

Small-scale Solar Energy Production    A A A 50-117 

Large-scale Wind Energy Production  P S 50-124 

Small-Scale Wind Energy Production A A A 50-125 

Additionally Regulated Uses  

Medical Marijuana Dispensaries/Provisioning Centers ARU ARU ARU 50-80.1 

Commercial Medical Marihuana “Growing” Facility ARU ARU ARU 50-80.1 

Commercial Medical Marihuana Processing Facility ARU ARU ARU 50-80.1 

Commercial Medical Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility ARU ARU ARU 50-80.1 

 

 

 

 



SECTION 50-39 ADDITIONAL CRITERIA AND REQUIREMENTS FOR REVIEW OF 

USES IN GREEN INNOVATION DISTRICTS 

B.  Narrative for Location within District. Uses must demonstrate their appropriateness for the GI 

district instead of other districts within the community. Along with any necessary application 

materials outlined by Article 17 of this chapter, the applicant must include a narrative detailing 

how the development meets the following requirements.  

1.  The applicant must describe how the use may be classified in one or more of the 

following green business areas: 

i.  Agriculture and Natural Resources Conservation 

ii. Education and Compliance 

iii. Energy and Resource Efficiency  

iv. Greenhouse Gas Reduction, Environmental Management, and Recycling 

v. Renewable Energy 

2.  The applicant must describe how the development will not adversely affect adjacent 

residential or less intensive uses. 

C.  Additional Landscaping. Any non-residential use in a GI-1 district sharing a lot line with a 

residential use shall provide at least a Type-2 Transition Yard (see section 50.13.09 50-157) 

along the shared line(s). This Transition Yard may be incorporated as part of a required setback 

provided the setback is larger than the Transition Yard. If the specific use requires a more 

specific or intense level of landscaping/buffering those regulations shall apply. 

SECTION 50-43 PERMITTED USES 

 

Article 16 Definitions shall be referred to for clarity on the uses as listed.  

Allowed Use Table. 
Table 50-43 Uses: Institutional Zoning Districts 

  IC UC GI-1 Reference 

RESIDENTIAL     

  

Household Living     

  

Single-Family Detached Dwelling   S P 50-50 

Two-Family Dwelling (duplex)   P  50-85 

Single-Family Attached Dwelling   P  5085 

Multi-Family Dwelling (all floors)  P  50-104 

Multi-Family Dwelling (above ground floor) S P  50-104 

Accessory Dwelling Unit   A A 5079 

Mixed Use, Residential S P   

Group Living       

State Licensed Residential Facility (1-6 RESIDENTS)  PS P  

Fraternity/Sorority   P  50-96 



Table 50-43 Uses: Institutional Zoning Districts 

  IC UC GI-1 Reference 

Convalescent or Nursing Home   S   

Boarding House   P  50-112 

Transitional or Emergency Shelter  S  50-119 

FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME (1-7 CHILDREN)   P P 50-90 

GROUP CHILD CARE HOME (7-14 CHILDREN)   P P 50-90 

Adult Foster Care Family Home (1-6 residents)  S  50-81 

Adult Foster Care Small Group Home (1-6)  S  50-81 

Adult Foster Care Small Group Home (7-12)    S S 50-81 

Adult Foster Care Large Group Home (13-20)   S S 50-81 

RECREATIONAL       

Community Center S S P  

Park   P  

Public-Owned Park   P  

AGRICULTURAL       

Aquaculture  P A 50-84 

Aquaponics  P S 50-84 

Farmers’ Market (Permanent)  P   

Farmers’ Market (Temporary) P P  50-118 

Produce Stand  A A 5-109 

Greenhouse   A P 50-98 

Hoophouse   S P 50-100 

Hydroponics   P S  

Apiary/Beekeeping  A P 50-88 

Commercial Composting   S  

Orchard (11 or more trees)   P  

Urban Agriculture   P 50-120 

Community Garden A A P 50-91 

INSTITUTIONAL AND CULTURAL       

Religious       

Place of Worship S S S  

Cemetery   S  

Government and Educational       

Elementary/Middle School P P S  

High School P P S  

College or University P P S  

Other Governmental Use or Facility P P   

Other Institutional, and Cultural       

Social Service Facility  P   

Civil, Religious, or Charitable Organization  P   

Library P P   

Museum P P   

Art Gallery P P   

Health       

Rehabilitation Center (w/o residential care)  P   

Hospital or Medical Center S P   

COMMERCIAL        

Automotive Services       

Auto Supply/Accessory Sales   S   

Vehicle Repair and Services   S  50-123 



Table 50-43 Uses: Institutional Zoning Districts 

  IC UC GI-1 Reference 

Vehicle Fuel Station (without vehicle repair, may include 1,000 sq. ft. convenience-

Store)   
S 

 50-121 

Car Wash   S   

Entertainment and Hospitality       

Arcade, Amusement Devices, Gaming, Billiards Hall     S P  50-69 

Auditorium, Cinema, Concert Hall, Theater, Banquet Hall P P  50-86 

Bingo Hall  ARU  50-80 

Bowling Alley, Skating Rink   P  50-94 

Charity Gaming  ARU  50-80 

Convention Center S  S   

Dance Club, Night Club   S  50-94 

Entertainment, Live (Not including ARUs) P P  50-94 

Hookah Lounge, Cigar Lounge   S   

Sports and Entertainment Arena  S   

Lodging       

Bed and Breakfast   P  50-87 

Hotel   P   

Offices       

Financial Services    P   

Physician or Dentist Office or Medical Clinic   P   

General Professional Office  S P   

Research Facility/ Laboratory   P   

Copying, Mailing, Courier Services, Parcel Receiving, Shipping Station   P   

Film Production, Photography, Radio, TV Studio S  P   

Live/Work Unit S  P  50-101 

Personal Service Establishments       

Personal Service Establishments   P   

Animal Day Care (w/o boarding)   S   

Veterinary Clinic or Hospital (with or w/o boarding)  S   

Gym or Fitness Center  P   

Funeral Home or Mortuary  S   

Tattoo Establishment  ARU  50-80 

Residential DAY CARE Service SERVICES       

Adult Day Care or Day Services Center P PS P 50-81 

Group Day Care Home  S   

Child Care Center P P P 50-90 

Retail and Service       

Grocery Store  P   

Convenience Store  S  50-83 

Retail Sales, General   P   

Retail Sales, Outdoor Nursery, Garden Center or Landscaping Supply   S  

Restaurant w/Alcohol (beer, wine and/or liquor) S S  50-83 

Restaurant w/o Alcohol S P   

Catering Business S P   

Bar, Tavern, Taproom, or Tasting Room S S  50-83 

Brewpub S S  50-83 

Craft Winery/Distillery S S  50-83 

Commercial Art Gallery S P   

Instruction Studio S P   

Antique, Second-Hand Store (except pawn shop)  P   



Table 50-43 Uses: Institutional Zoning Districts 

  IC UC GI-1 Reference 

Drive-Through (all commercial uses w/drive through; includes dry cleaning)  A   

INDUSTRIAL       

Manufacturing and Production, Light       

Trade:  Sheet Metal, Carpenter, Plumbing or Heating, Furniture Upholstering, Paint, 

Paper Hanging, Decorating or Sign Painting Shop, or Similar Enterprise, etc. 
  S 

  

Assembly, Manufacturing, or Production of textile products, technology, wood 

products, furniture and fixtures, paper, clay, glass or fabricated metal 
 S 

  

Food Products   S  

Household Service: Laundry, Dying and Dry Cleaning Facility, Household Goods or 

Appliance Repair Shop, etc. 
 S 

  

Pottery and Figurine making, large-scale commercial/industrial  P 
  

Automotive and Parts Manufacturing   S 
  

Welding Shops and Other Metal Working Machine Shops   S   

Green Economy Light Industrial Uses   S  

Microbrewery/Small Distillery/Small Winery P P   

Large brewery/Large Distillery/Large Winery  S   

Transportation       

Parking Structures S S  50-108 

Stand Alone Parking, Surface Lots  S   

Transit Terminal or Station  S   

Utilities     

Electrical Substations and Private Utilities S S S 50-93 

Wireless Communication Facilities – Collocated on Existing Towers P P P 50126 

Small-Scale Solar Energy Production  A A A 50-117 

Large Scale Solar Energy A A P  

Small-Scale Wind Energy Production A A A 50-125 

Large Scale Wind Energy A A S  

 

SECTION 50-81 ADULT FOSTER CARE AND ADULT DAY CARE 

 

E. Adult Day Care Homes. An adult day care home shall be registered and licensed as required 

for group day care homes under the Child Care Organizations Act, Act 116 of the Public Acts 

of 1973, MCL 722.11 et seq., as amended. 

 

F. ADULT FOSTER CARE SMALL GROUP HOMES AND ADULT FOSTER CARE 

LARGE GROUP HOMES, WHEN PROPOSED WITHIN ONE-THOUSAND (1,000) 

FEET OF ANOTHER ADULT FOSTER CARE SMALL GROUP HOME OR ADULT 

FOSTER CARE LARGE GROUP HOME, GROUP CHILD CARE HOME, A 

FACILITY OFFERING SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER SERVICES TO SEVEN (7) 

OR MORE INDIVIDUALS, A FACILITY THAT HOUSES AN INMATE 

POPULATION UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

CORRECTIONS, OR ANY OTHER RESIDENTIAL FACILITY OFFERING 

SERVICES TO SEVEN (7) OR MORE INDIVIDUALS, MAY ONLY BE PERMITTED 

AFTER RECEIVING A PLANNING COMMISSION WAIVER TO ENSURE SUCH 



USE WILL NOT RESULT IN AN EXCESSIVE CONCENTRATION OF SUCH 

FACILITIES IN A SINGLE NEIGHBORHOOD OR IN THE CITY OVERALL. 

 

SECTION 50-90 CHILD CARE CENTER CENTERS AND RESIDENTIAL CHILD CARE 

A. CHILD CARE CENTERS 

1. A. State regulations. Must meet all State licensing requirements. 

2. B. Outdoor Play Area. There shall be sufficient on-site outdoor play area to meet State 

regulations. All required outdoor play areas shall be fenced with a minimum of four (4) 

foot high fence. Where located in the front yard, the fence shall be a decorative metal 

fence. 

3. C. Pick Up and Drop Off Area. An on-site drive shall be provided for drop off and pick 

up of children near the entrance. This drive shall not create a hazard to traffic flow on 

the public street or create obstructions to pedestrian movements on sidewalks. 

4. D. Accessory to Institutional Use. A child care center may be permitted as an accessory 

use to an institutional use, such as a church, subject to satisfying all of the necessary 

requirements listed in this Article. 

5. FORMER NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDING. A CHILD CARE CENTER MAY 

BE REVIEWED UNDER SPECIAL LAND USE PROCEDURES, SUBJECT 

TO SATISFYING ALL OF THE NECESSARY REQUIREMENTS LISTED IN 

THIS ARTICLE, WHEN THE USE WILL BE LOCATED WITHIN AN 

EXISTING BUILDING OF A NON-RESIDENTIAL NATURE IN A 

RESIDENTIAL ZONE DISTRICT. 

 

B. RESIDENTIAL CHILD CARE 

1. GROUP CHILD CARE HOME USES, WHEN PROPOSED WITHIN ONE-

THOUSAND (1,000) FEET OF ANOTHER GROUP CHILD CARE HOME, 

ADULT FOSTER CARE SMALL GROUP HOME OR ADULT FOSTER 

CARE LARGE GROUP HOME, A FACILITY OFFERING SUBSTANCE USE 

DISORDER SERVICES TO SEVEN (7) OR MORE INDIVIDUALS, A 

FACILITY THAT HOUSES AN INMATE POPULATION UNDER THE 

JURISDICTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, OR ANY 

OTHER RESIDENTIAL FACILITY OFFERING SERVICES TO SEVEN (7) 

OR MORE INDIVIDUALS, MAY ONLY BE PERMITTED AFTER 

RECEIVING A PLANNING COMMISSION WAIVER TO ENSURE SUCH 

USE WILL NOT RESULT IN AN EXCESSIVE CONCENTRATION OF SUCH 

FACILITIES IN A SINGLE NEIGHBORHOOD OR IN THE CITY 

OVERALL. 



2. THE BUFFER DISTANCE SHALL BE MEASURED ALONG A ROAD, 

STREET, OR PLACE MAINTAINED BY THIS STATE OR A LOCAL UNIT 

OF GOVERNMENT AND GENERALLY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS A 

MATTER OF RIGHT FOR THE PURPOSE OF VEHICULAR TRAFFIC, 

NOT INCLUDING AN ALLEY, AS IS CONSISTENT WITH THE MICHIGAN 

ZONING ENABLING ACT, P.A. 110 OF 2006, AS AMENDED, M.C.L. 

125.3101 ET SEQ. 

3. FAMILY CHILD CARE HOMES WHICH HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE 

STATE TO CARE FOR AN ADDITIONAL CHILD, FROM A MAXIMUM OF 

SIX (6) TO SEVEN (7) CHILDREN, ARE NOT INCLUDED WITHIN THE 

BUFFER DISTANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR GROUP CHILD CARE 

HOMES. 

 

SECTION 50-111 RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION FACILITIES 

A. Residential rehabilitation facilities of one to six residents are allowed as a special land 

use in the GN-1, GN-2, TN-1, and MR-1 districts. Facilities of seven to twenty residents 

are allowed as a special land use in the MR-2 and MR-3 districts. 
 

A. B. Any residential rehabilitation facility having more than seven (7) but not more than 

twenty (20) adults shall be located at least one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet from any 

other residential rehabilitation facility, transitional or emergency shelter, single room 

occupancy dwelling, GROUP CHILD CARE HOME, or small or large adult foster care 

facility, MAY ONLY BE PERMITTED AFTER RECEIVING A PLANNING 

COMMISSION WAIVER TO ENSURE SUCH USE WILL NOT RESULT IN AN 

EXCESSIVE CONCENTRATION OF SUCH FACILITIES IN A SINGLE 

NEIGHBORHOOD OR IN THE CITY OVERALL. The facility shall comply with all 

State of Michigan requirements, as applicable. 

B. C. Any residential rehabilitation facility must have one parking space per employee 

available. 

SECTION 50-184 DEFINITIONS 

Family - 

• an individual or group of two or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, 

together with foster children and servants of the principal occupants, with not more than 

two additional unrelated persons who are domiciled together as a single, domestic, 

housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit. 

• a collective number of individuals domiciled together in one dwelling unit having a 

demonstrable and recognizable bond characteristic of a cohesive unit, whose relationship 

is of a continuing nontransient domestic character and who live together as a functional 

family in a single nonprofit housekeeping unit; this definition shall not include any society, 

club, fraternity, sorority, association, lodge, coterie, or organization. 



• no more than five unrelated individuals living in a dwelling unit. 

Family day care home - See Child Care Home, Family. 

FEMA - U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency, including any successor agency. 

SECTION 50-184 DEFINITIONS 

Ground floor establishment - a building or portion thereof under separate ownership, lease, or 

management, which fronts on and has access to a street 

Group day care home - See Child Care Home, Group. 

GROUP CARE – NON-RESIDENTIAL OCCUPANCY OF A STRUCTURE WHERE 

CARE IS PROVIDED TO INDIVIDUALS; TYPICAL USES INCLUDE ADULT DAY 

CARE OR DAY CARE SERVICES AND CHILD CARE CENTERS.  

• ADULT DAY CARE OR DAY SERVICES CENTER – A FACILITY THAT 

PROVIDES SOCIAL OR RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS, HEALTH SERVICES, 

SUPERVISION, OR OTHER CARE FOR FUNCTIONALLY OR COGNITIVELY 

IMPAIRED ADULTS PRINCIPALLY. 

 

• CHILD CARE CENTER – A FACILITY, OTHER THAN A PRIVATE 

RESIDENCE, RECEIVING ONE OR MORE PRESCHOOL OR SCHOOL AGE 

CHILDREN FOR CARE FOR PERIODS LESS THAN 24 HOURS A DAY, AND 

WHERE THE PARENTS OR GUARDIANS ARE NOT IMMEDIATELY 

AVAILABLE TO THE CHILD; THE TERM INCLUDES A FACILITY THAT 

PROVIDES CARE FOR NOT LESS THAN 2 CONSECUTIVE WEEKS, 

REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF HOURS OF CARE PER DAY; THE 

TERM ALSO INCLUDES ANY FACILITY REFERRED TO AS A DAY CARE 

CENTER, DAY NURSERY, NURSERY SCHOOL, DROP-IN CENTER, AND 

PARENT COOPERATIVE PRESCHOOL; A CHILD CARE CENTER DOES 

NOT INCLUDE A SUNDAY SCHOOL, VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, OR 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTIONAL CLASS OPERATED BY A RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATION WHERE CHILDREN ARE IN ATTENDANCE FOR NOT 

GREATER THAN 3 HOURS PER DAY FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD OR NOT 

GREATER THAN 8 HOURS PER DAY FOR LESS THAN ONE MONTH PER 

YEAR. 

Group living - residential occupancy of a dwelling unit by other than a household and 

providing communal facilities; typical uses include adult foster care facilities, assisted living 

facilities, nursing homes, and transitional shelters. 

State regulated group living 

• Adult foster care facility - a facility for the care of adults over 18 years of age, as licensed 

and regulated by the state of Michigan; it includes facilities and foster care homes for 

adults who are aged, mentally ill, developmentally disabled, or physically disabled who 



require supervision on an ongoing basis but who do not require continuous nursing care; 

it does not include nursing homes, assisted living facilities, hospitals, alcohol or 

substance abuse rehabilitation centers, or residential centers for persons released from or 

assigned to a correctional facility; the organizations shall be defined as follows: 

o Adult foster care family home - a state licensed residential facility in a private 

residence with the approved capacity to receive 6 or fewer adults to be provided with 

foster care for 5 or more days a week and for 2 or more consecutive weeks. The adult 

foster care family home licensee shall be a member of the household, and an occupant 

of the residence. 

o Adult foster care large group home - an adult foster care facility with the approved 

capacity to receive thirteen (13) to twenty (20) adults, excluding licensee and staff, to 

be provided with foster care. 

o Adult foster care small group home - an adult foster care facility with the approved 

capacity of not more than twelve (12) adults, excluding licensee and staff, who are 

provided with foster care. 

• Child care center - a facility, other than a private residence, receiving one or more 

preschool or school age children for care for periods less than 24 hours a day, and where 

the parents or guardians are not immediately available to the child; the term includes a 

facility that provides care for not less than 2 consecutive weeks, regardless of the number 

of hours of care per day; the term also includes any facility referred to as a day care 

center, day nursery, nursery school, drop-in center, and parent cooperative preschool; a 

child care center does not include a Sunday school, vacation bible school, or religious 

instructional class operated by a religious organization where children are in attendance 

for not greater than 3 hours per day for an indefinite period or not greater than 8 hours per 

day for less than one month per year. 

• FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME Child care home, family – a private home in which 

one (1) to six (6) SEVEN (7) minor children receive care and supervision. Children 

related to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage or adoption are not counted 

in the number of children allowed. The term includes a home that gives care to an 

unrelated minor child for more than four (4) weeks during a calendar year. IF A 

LICENSEE OF A FAMILY CHILDCARE HOME IS APPROVED BY THE 

STATE TO PROVIDE CARE FOR UP TO (7) MINOR CHILDREN, THE USE IS 

STILL RECOGNIZED AS A STATE LICENSED RESIDENTIAL FACILITY AS 

DEFINED IN THIS CHAPTER. 

• GROUP CHILD CARE HOME Child care home, group – a private home in which 

seven (7) to twelve (12) FOURTEEN (14) minor children receive care and supervision. 

Children related to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage or adoption are not 

counted in the number of children allowed. The term includes a home that gives care to an 

unrelated minor child for more than four (4) weeks during a calendar year.   

 



• Adult day care or day services center - a facility that provides social or recreational 

programs, health services, supervision, or other care for functionally or cognitively 

impaired adults principally.  

• Child day care - a private home or facility in which minor children are received for care 

and supervision for periods of less than twenty four (24) hours a day, and where the 

parents are not immediately available to the child. 

• Nursing home - a nursing facility that provides organized nursing care and medical 

treatment to 7 or more individuals suffering or recovering from illness, injury, or 

infirmity, including a county medical care facility, but excluding a hospital or a facility 

created by Act no. 152 of the Public Acts of 1985, as amended, being Sections 36.1 to 

36.12 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.    

• RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION FACILITY – AN ADULT RESIDENTIAL 

CARE FACILITY OPERATED BY A GOVERNMENT AGENCY OR PRIVATE 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION THAT PROVIDES CARE AND SUPERVISION 

ON A TWENTY FOUR (24) HOUR BASIS FOR THE TREATMENT OF 

MENTAL ILLNESS, ALCOHOL OR SUBSTANCE ABUSE, OR OTHER LONG 

TERM ILLNESSES ALONG WITH TEMPORARY GROUP LIVING 

ACCOMMODATIONS; ALSO INCLUDES “HALF-WAY HOUSES” FOR EX- 

PRISONERS MAKING THE ADJUSTMENT FROM PRISON/JAIL TO SELF-

SUFFICIENCY. 

Other group living 

• Assisted living facility - a combination of housing, supportive services, personalized 

assistance or health care designed to respond to the individual needs of persons, typically 

the frail elderly, who need help with activities of daily living; such facilities may include 

a central or private kitchen, dining, recreational or other facilities, with separate 

bedrooms or living quarters. 

• Fraternity/sorority - a structure operated  by a chartered fraternity or sorority organization 

authorized by a university or college or operated directly by a college or university and 

used as a residence and/or a dining and recreational facility for members of fraternity or 

sorority organizations who are students at the authorizing university or college. 

• Rooming or boarding house – an owner occupied home with not more than four 

bedrooms for rent and no independent cooking facilities in the rooms. 

• Transitional or emergency shelter - a residential facility operated by a government agency 

or private nonprofit organization that provides temporary accommodations and on-site 

management for homeless persons or families, or other persons requiring interim housing 

arrangements. 



Habitable floor - any floor usable for living purposes, which include working, sleeping, 

eating, cooking or recreation, or a combination thereof; a floor used only for storage purposes 

is not a “habitable floor”. 

Health care facility - any facility or institution that provides mental or physical health care 

services, including diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitation, or preventive care, and that allows 

overnight stays. 

• Hospital - a facility providing medical, psychiatric or surgical services for sick or injured 

persons primarily on an inpatient basis, including ancillary facilities for outpatient and 

emergency treatment, diagnostic services, training, research and administration, and 

services to patients, employees or visitors. 

• Urgent care facility -   category of walk-in clinic focused on the delivery of 

ambulatory care in a dedicated medical facility outside of a traditional emergency 

room. Urgent care facilities primarily treat injuries or illnesses requiring immediate care, 

but not serious enough to require an ER visit. 

• Clinic - an establishment providing medical, dental, psychiatric or surgical treatment 

exclusively on an out-patient basis, with no overnight stays; clinics may provide 

examinations, diagnostic services and medical treatment. 

• Residential rehabilitation facility - an adult residential care facility operated by a 

government agency or private nonprofit organization that provides care and supervision 

on a twenty four (24) hour basis for the treatment of mental illness, alcohol or substance 

abuse, or other long term illnesses along with temporary group living accommodations; 

also includes “half-way houses” for ex- prisoners making the adjustment from prison/jail 

to self-sufficiency. 

Height, building - see building height. 

 

SECTION 50-184 DEFINITIONS 

Special land use - a land use of a lot, building or structure that could negatively affect the health, 

safety, convenience, and general welfare of users of nearby properties and the community as a 

whole; special land use requests shall be reviewed by the planning commission and appropriate 

conditions of approval considered per the standards established in this Chapter. 

 

State Licensed Residential Facility – a structure for residential purposes that is licensed by the 

state under the adult foster care facility licensing act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 400.737, or 

1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111 to 722.128, and provides residential services for 6 or fewer 

individuals under 24-hour supervision or care. A "STATE LICENSED RESIDENTIAL 

FACILITY" MEANS A STRUCTURE CONSTRUCTED FOR RESIDENTIAL 

PURPOSES THAT IS LICENSED BY THE STATE UNDER THE ADULT FOSTER 

CARE FACILITY LICENSING ACT, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 TO 400.737, OR 1973 

PA 116, MCL 722.111 TO 722.128, AND PROVIDES RESIDENTIAL SERVICES FOR 6 

OR FEWER INDIVIDUALS UNDER 24-HOUR SUPERVISION OR CARE. 



Stoop - an open platform or entrance landing, usually with steps from grade to the door, and may 

or may not be sheltered by an awning or canopy; a stoop is generally small in size and used 

primarily for entry and exit from a door; a deck shall not be considered a stoop. 

 

Sec. 2. This ordinance shall become effective seven (7) days after publication in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the City of Flint by Zoning Division staff, to be noticed 

no later than fifteen (15) days after adoption by City Council. 

 

 Adopted this __________ day of ______________, 2024.                          

 

FOR THE CITY: 

 

              

For the City Council     Sheldon A. Neeley, Mayor 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

       

Joeseph Kuptz, Acting City Attorney 
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